
 
 

2021 BANKRUPTCY LAW INSTITUTE DAY 1 
SHOW ME THE MONEY 

 
November 11, 2021 

9:00 – 4:45 

7 CLE Hours including 1.0 Professional Conduct 

 

MODULE 1: AGENDA 

 
9:00 - 10:00 Caselaw Update  “Help Me Help You” 

• Supreme Court Caselaw Update 

• Sixth Circuit Cases of Note 

• Local Case Review 
Presenter(s):  Matthew M. Zofchak, Kegler, Brown, Hill + Ritter 

        John C. Cannizzaro, Ice Miller LLP 
 
10:00 - 11:00 Mortgage Modification Mediation “We Live in a Cynical World” 
 

• An Overview of MMM: What Is It and Why Do We Need It? 

• MMM Program Procedures      

• Mandatory Forms and Timeline 

• Important Statistics      
Presenter(s):  Barbara L. Horwitz, Horwitz & Horwitz LLC 
  Karolina F. Perr, Karolina F. Perr Attorney & Counselor at Law 
  Brian D. Flick, The Dann Law Firm 
  Nathan Jeffries, Stretto 

    Matthew Murtland, Regional Partner, Logs Legal Group, LLP 
 
11:00 - 11:15 Break  
 
11:15 – 12:15 The Art and Science of Cross Examination “You Play with Your Head, Not Your  
  Heart” 

• General Principles of Witness Examination 

• Framing Questions 

• Structure & Delivery 

• Impeachment Techniques 

• Prior Inconsistencies 

• Handling the Artful Dodger 
  Presenter(s): Diane Menashe, Ice Miller LLP 
 
12:15 – 12:30 Break 
 

 
 
 
 



MODULE 2: AGENDA 
 
 
12:30 – 1:30 Depression Hates a Moving Target (1.0 Professional Conduct) “Breakdown? No!  
  Breakthrough” 

• Lawyer mental health is a true crisis (ABA Hazelden Study) 

• Why that's important from a legal standpoint  (ORPC) 

• Why that's important from a human standpoint  

• How to build a mental health tool kit at your office and for yourself  

Presenter(s):  Nita Sweeney, Attorney turned Award Winning Author 
 
1:30 – 3:00 Barfly Case Study “Optimism Like That is a Revolutionary Act” 

• The Case: Barfly Ventures (USBC, WDM Case No. 20-01947) 

• The Procedural Issues 

• The Legal Issues 

• Hurdles & Challenges 

• The Resolution      
Presenter(s):  Elisabeth Von Eitzen, Warner, Norcross + Judd 
  Paul Neitzel, Rock Creek Advisors 
  Jason M. Torf, Ice Miller LLP 
  Michael Brandess, Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP 
       James Morden, Capstone Partners 

3:00 – 3:15 Break 
 
3:15 – 4:45 SBA Relief “Show Me the Money!” 

• Overview of SBA Lending Options 

• Role of SBA in the Loans 

• Direct Lending vs. Guaranteed Lending 

• PPP Loans: Authority, Description, Ohio Statistics, Forgiveness, Appeals 

• EIDL LOANS: Authority, Description, Ohio Statistics 

Presenter(s):  Phil Morrison, District Counsel U.S. Small Business Administration 
  Kate O’Loughlin, Acting Area 3 Counsel for the U.S. Small Business  

  Administration and Special Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Northern,  
  Central and Southern Districts of Illinois 

  Moderator: Bethany J. Hamilton, Assistant United States Attorney 
 

PRESENTER BIOS 
 

Matt Zofchak primarily focuses his practice in the area of Creditors’ Rights + Bankruptcy. He brings a 
variety of perspectives to the table, having previously served as in-house counsel to a publicly-traded 
manufacturing company in Ohio, and as a law clerk to a local bankruptcy judge. Matt joined Kegler Brown 
in 2021. Matt represents clients in all aspects of creditors’ rights and bankruptcy matters. He leverages 
his talents and experience in issues including foreclosures, collections, garnishments, executions, 
receiverships and more. Matt’s representative clientele comprises secured creditors, unsecured creditors’ 
committees, Chapter 11 debtors, Chapter 7 trustees and small business debtors in all chapters of 
bankruptcy. Matt previously served as local counsel in the Murray Metallurgical Coal bankruptcy cases, 
one of the largest complex bankruptcy filings in Ohio history. He was a Judicial law clerk to the Honorable 
Charles M. Caldwell, U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio and was a Judicial extern to 
the Honorable Edmund A. Sargus, Jr., U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio.  Matt is 
admitted to the Ohio and District of Columbia bars; the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio; and the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of Ohio.  He received his 



J.D. from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 2016.  He received his B.A., magna cum 
laude, from Ohio University in 2013.  
 

John Cannizzaro strives to help clients solve financial problems. John works with clients on UCC issues, 
loans, workouts and other financial transactions and frequently represents clients in debtor/creditor 
disputes, commercial and bankruptcy litigation and other insolvency matters. John is a member of the 
Firm's Finance and Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Practice Groups, and he frequently works 
cross-functionally with other teams, including Ice Miller's Litigation, Business, Public Finance, Real 
Estate, and Government Benefit Plans Groups. Prior to joining Ice Miller, John clerked for two federal 
bankruptcy judges. He served for five years as a law clerk to the Honorable Judge Hannah L. Blumenstiel 
in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of California and for more than two years 
as a law clerk to the Honorable Judge Charles M. Caldwell in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of Ohio. While clerking, John researched, briefed and drafted orders and opinions for 
hundreds of contested matters and adversary proceedings. Much of John's work involved complex 
business transactions, including the sale or restructuring of tech companies, commercial property 
ventures, health care facilities and retail chains. Before his time at the federal judiciary, John worked in 
private practice representing clients in a variety of matters, including bankruptcy, civil litigation, 
foreclosure defense and mediation, municipal law and business planning. John received his juris doctor 
from Capital University Law School in 2009, where he graduated valedictorian. John focused his 
coursework on corporate law, earning a certificate of concentration in publicly held companies and small 
business entities. During law school, John served as associate editor of The Capital University Law 
Review and worked as a legal intern in a variety of settings, including the taxation section of the Ohio 
Attorney General's Office and Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company's office of general counsel, and as 
an extern for the Honorable Judge Gregory L. Frost. Prior to law school, John received his Bachelor of 
Science in computer and information sciences from The Ohio State University, where he 
graduated magna cum laude with honors in the arts and sciences. John was recently named to the 2017 
class of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges' Next Generation Program at the NCBJ Annual 
Meeting and currently serves on the leadership team of the American Bankruptcy Institute's Litigation 
Committee. 
 
Barbara L. Horwitz, a partner with the firm of Horwitz & Horwitz, LLC, earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Butler University in Indianapolis, Indiana, and a Legal Assisting Certificate from the 
University of Cincinnati.  She obtained a Juris Doctorate degree from the University of Cincinnati College 
of Law, where she served on Law Review for two years.  Two of her law review articles were selected for 
publication in the University of Cincinnati Law Review:  "The Extinction of the Peremptory Challenge:  
What Will the Jury System Lose by Its Demise?" and "The Duty of Schools to Protect Students From 
Sexual Harassment:  How Much Recovery Will the Law Allow?".  Mrs. Horwitz worked for six years as a 
legal assistant in Hamilton, Ohio, for Carl Morgenstern, Esq. and for Michael J. Sage, Esq.  She then 
served as a Bailiff for the Butler County, Ohio, Common Pleas Court under Judge Michael J. Sage.  Mrs. 
Horwitz was an associate attorney in the Offices of Myron A. Wolf for fifteen years.  During that period, 
she practiced in the areas of bankruptcy, personal injury, insurance defense, wills, probate, civil disputes, 
family law and general litigation.  Mrs. Horwitz has practiced extensively before the Appeals Court for the 
Twelfth District of Ohio, where her arguments have generally resulted in the Court ruling in her clients' 
favor.  Mrs. Horwitz strongly believes that her own personal involvement in all aspects of her clients' 
cases provides them with the strongest possible legal representation, and has never delegated meetings 
with clients, drafting of pleadings, or completion of bankruptcy forms to legal staff.  She further strives to 
keep clients informed as to the status of their case, and to educate them to understand the legal 
processes with which they are involved. 
 
 Karolina Perr is licensed to practice in the states of Ohio and Indiana and concentrates her practice in 
the areas of Business Planning, Debt Reorganization, Estate Planning & Administration, Real Estate, 
Trust Planning & Administration and resolutions of disputes related to those matters.  
She was former Debtor counsel for the beginning of her practice in Pennsylvania while also creating 
estate plans, tackling domestic cases and first time criminal offenders. She then graduated to Creditor 
counsel when she returned to the Midwest to represent several different lending institutions. After 
completing her creditor stay, she was called to serve the public as staff attorney to the Cincinnati Chapter 



13 Trustee for almost a decade. She has appeared in several seminars, conferences and classrooms to 
inform and educate both her colleagues and the public on estate planning and bankruptcy issues. She 
also served on the Attorney Advisory and Mediation Committees for the Southern District of Ohio 
Bankruptcy Courts. She is currently acting as a court appointed facilitator in the Mortgage Modification 
Mediation program. The remainder of her solo practice is spent tending to her individual clients between 
states by telephone, email, virtually or in person. 

Brian Flick advocates for plaintiffs and defendants nationwide in state and federal trial and appellate courts. 
His practice areas include Consumer Bankruptcy debtor representation in the areas of Chapter 7, 12, and 
13, consumer fraud, real estate litigation, foreclosure defense, student loan debt defense, Bankruptcy 
Litigation, and Mortgage Servicing Litigation under the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act and the 
Truth in Lending Act. Since beginning the practice of law, he has been very active in local and national 
attorney associations. He is active with the Cincinnati Bar Association’s Bankruptcy Committee.  Brian also 
sits on the Volunteer Lawyers Committee for the Cincinnati Bar Association. He is the current Sixth Circuit 
Listserv Moderator for the National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, a position he has held 
since May 2017. He is the current Ohio State Chair for the National Association of Consumer Advocates, a 
position he has held since May 2017. He was also appointed by the Board of Trustees as a member of the 
Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee of the Cincinnati Bar Association, a position he has held since 
June 2017. Mr. Flick has been a frequent speaker at Cincinnati Bar Association, NACBA, and NACA events 
since 2014 as well as assisting with DannLaw’s Regulation X and Z Seminars that have taken place since 
2016.  Brian serves a facilitator for the SDOH Bankruptcy Mortgage Modification Program and a mediator 
with the SDOH Bankruptcy Court Mediation Program. Mr. Flick is admitted to the practice of law in the State 
of Ohio, State of Kentucky and the Federal District Courts and Bankruptcy Courts in the following 
jurisdictions: Southern District of Ohio; Northern District of Ohio; Eastern District of Kentucky; Western 
District of Kentucky; Eastern District of Tennessee; Western District of Tennessee; Northern District of 
Indiana; Southern District of Indiana Eastern District of Michigan and the Northern District of Illinois. He has 
also been admitted pro hac vice in civil litigation in the following United States District Courts for either 
resolved or pending matters: District of Nevada, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, Central District of 
California, Central District of Florida and Southern District of Florida. He is also admitted in the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.  

 
 Nate Jeffries is an aggressive problem solver and an expert in a wide variety of computer technologies. 
Nate has over 20 years of experience in education, hardware support, network communications, 
computer programming, database administration, software development, product testing, project 
management, web design, video editing, marketing, e-commerce, and IT management.  Nate has worked 
with many different companies, organizations, and government agencies, analyzing their existing 
technologies and helping them to implement new ones to improve their profitability and business 
practices. Prior to joining Stretto, Nate was the Technical Director at Default Mitigation Management LLC 
( DMM ). Nate used his knowledge and expertise in technology, bankruptcy, loss mitigation, and 
mortgage modification to train Attorneys, Mortgage Servicers, and Bankruptcy Courts in understanding 
the overall process and usage of the DMM Loss Mitigation and Student Loan Portals. Nate is a skilled 
public speaker and has over 20 years of experience as a lecturer and technology instructor.  
 
 Matthew Murtland, Regional Partner with the firm LOGS Legal Group, LLP, specializes in handling 
Creditor’s Rights cases with a focus in bankruptcy and foreclosure.  He currently practices in Ohio, 
Indiana and Kentucky representing national creditors in consumer bankruptcy cases in Chapter 7, 12, 13 
and some Chapter 11 cases. Mr. Murtland is currently a member of National Association of Chapter 13 
Trustees (NACTT), American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI), Kentucky Bar Association, and Louisville Bar 
Association. Mr. Murtland is admitted to practice law in the State of Ohio, State of Kentucky, and the 
Federal District Courts and Bankruptcy Courts in the following jurisdictions:  Southern District of Ohio, 
Northern District of Ohio, Eastern District of Kentucky, Western District of Kentucky, Southern District of 
Indiana, Northern District of Indiana.  Mr. Murtland received a Bachelor of Arts from the University of 
Mount St. Joseph in Cincinnati, OH and a law degree from Northern Kentucky University Salmon P. 
Chase College of Law.  He currently resides in Louisville, Kentucky. 
 



Diane Menashe is a partner, Director of Litigation Training and Pro Bono Activities in the Columbus, 
Ohio office of Ice Miller LLP. She has tried more than 100 cases to jury verdict. She has extensive 
experience in criminal defense, representing clients in the most serious cases imaginable, including 
more than 35 clients charged with the death penalty. Earning favorable jury verdicts, which Diane 
has done a significant number of times, is of equal importance as negotiating the absolute best 
pretrial outcomes for her clients. Diane brings to Ice Miller her rare trial skills and experience, as well 
as the respect of the judges in state and federal courts in Ohio. In addition to her significant criminal 
defense practice, at Ice Miller Diane also handles white collar defense, internal investigations, and 
complex civil litigation. Diane’s skills have been recognized far beyond Ohio. She teaches annually 
as faculty of the Trial Advocacy Workshop at Harvard Law School with some of the most recognized 
trial lawyers and judges from across the country. She also regularly lectures at seminars and 
conferences on best trial practices and death penalty litigation. Diane’s career makes her uniquely 
qualified to serve as the Firm’s first Director of Litigation Training and Pro Bono Activities. With 
Diane at the helm, Ice Miller ensures our newer lawyers learn the necessary trial skills to become 
effective advocates and trial lawyers for our clients. Not only does she conduct in-house training and 
oversee the Firm’s long standing Mock Trial program, but she marries litigation training with our 
engagement in pro bono activities. While our pro bono work certainly predates Diane’s arrival, she 
elevates and increases our level of pro bono work so we can address the unmet needs of our 
community with more impact. Diane, a four-year collegiate rower, coached the Tulane Law School 
varsity women’s rowing team while attending law school at the University. She brings the team 
approach to her work at Ice Miller.  She received her Bachelor of Arts, Purdue University 1995; and 
her J.D. from Tulane University Law School, 1998. 

 
Nita Sweeney is the award-winning wellness author of the running and mental health memoir, 
Depression Hates a Moving Target: How Running with My Dog Brought Me Back from the Brink and co-
creator of the writing journal, You Should Be Writing: A Journal of Inspiration & Instruction to Keep Your 
Pen Moving. Nita earned a journalism degree from The E.W. Scripps School of Journalism at Ohio 
University, a law degree from The Ohio State University, and a Master of Fine Arts degree in Creative 
Writing from Goddard College. She serves on the boards of the Women's National Book Association of 
San Francisco and the mental health nonprofit, Still I Run. She was also nominated for the Ohio Arts 
Council Governor's Award. A certified meditation leader, mental health advocate, ultramarathoner, and 
former assistant to writing practice originator Natalie Goldberg, Nita founded the groups Mind, Mood, and 
Movement to support well-being through meditation, exercise, and writing practice, and The Writer’s Mind, 
to share using writing practice to produce publishable work. Nita also publishes the writing resource 
newsletter, Write Now Columbus. Nita lives in central Ohio with her husband, Ed, and their yellow 
Labrador retriever, Scarlet. Download a free copy of Nita’s eBook Three Ways to Heal Your Mind and find 
out more about Nita on her Linktr.ee. 
 

Elisabeth M. Von Eitzen is a partner with Warner Norcross + Judd LLP. She focuses her practice in the 
areas of creditors' rights, bankruptcy, and commercial and real estate litigation. Liz regularly represents 
financial institutions in loan restructurings, loan enforcement through litigation, foreclosure proceedings, 
postjudgment collection efforts, and bankruptcy matters. She also represents debtors in complex chapter 11 
proceedings and trustees in commercial and consumer bankruptcy proceedings under Chapter 7.  Her real 
estate litigation experience includes judicial foreclosure actions, litigating cases involving fraudulent 
transfers, landlord-tenant matters, and receiverships (including representing receivers as well as assisting 
creditors in obtaining the appointment of commercial and residential receivers). Liz has been named a 
Michigan Super Lawyer Rising Star since 2013. She was the past-president and now serves as co-education 
chair for the steering committee for the Bankruptcy Section of the Western Michigan Chapter of the Federal 
Bar Association. Liz also serves on the board and is the past-chair for the Turnaround Management 
Association—West Michigan. Liz also is the secretary for and serves on the Kalamazoo County Bar 
Association board.  She is also a local advisory board member for the Local Initiatives Support Corporation 
(LISC) Kalamazoo. Liz is a frequent contributor to Michigan’s Institute for Continuing Legal Education, 
including authoring the Bankruptcy Chapter in Handling the Collection Case in Michigan, Fifth Edition. Liz 

https://nitasweeney.com/
https://bookshop.org/a/16289/9781642500134
https://bookshop.org/a/16289/9781642502558
https://bookshop.org/a/16289/9781642502558
https://www.sagetaos.com/sage-institute-graduates/
https://nataliegoldberg.com/
https://facebook.com/groups/mindmoodandmovement/
https://facebook.com/groups/mindmoodandmovement/
https://facebook.com/groups/thewritersmind
https://writenowcolumbus.com/
https://aw151390.aweb.page/p/db9d058a-8ace-4125-ad16-9e6bfad60bce
https://linktr.ee/nitasweeney


also is the author for the Local Bankruptcy Rules: Michigan (W.D. Mich.), for Thomson-Reuters— Practical 
Law Local Rules Toolkit.   
 
Paul Neitzel is the founcing partner of Rock Creek Advisors. He has served many in roles in Public and 
Private Middle Market companies with over 30 years in Retail and Distribution with Family Christian 
Stores, Inc. and FinishMaster, Inc. Paul’s financial experience, accounting knowledge and problem-
solving skills provide Rock Creek Advisors clients a sense of ease. Paul has helped many companies 
successfully work through ABCs, bankruptcies and restructuring. 
 

Jason M. Torf is a partner in Ice Miller’s Bankruptcy and Financial Restructuring Group. Jason focuses 
his practice on helping companies dealing with financially troubled customers and other counterparties to 
maximize their recovery and minimize their risk. Jason also serves as a Recruiting Partner for the Firm's 
Chicago office. In Jason’s creditor-focused bankruptcy practice, he is a creative thinker who considers 
possible avenues for higher priority claims and better recoveries that might otherwise not be apparent. 
Jason devises and implements strategies to accomplish the goal of maximizing recovery for creditor-side 
clients, sometimes through negotiation after creating leverage through a court filing and other times 
through litigation in the bankruptcy court. Jason is also a founding member of Ice Miller’s Distressed 
Investment Group (“DIG”), which focuses on distressed investment strategies and transactions, including 
bankruptcy and in-court restructurings, out-of-court restructurings and other insolvency-related 
transactions. Jason has more than 20 years of experience in advising clients on complex strategic 
investing in the distressed market, including advising on loan-to-own strategies, debt restructurings, 
debtor-in-possession and exit financings, claims trading, section 363 sales and other distressed 
investment situations. Jason received his Bachelor of Science, Finance, from the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign in 1995 and his J.D. from the University of Illinois College of Law in 1998. 
 
Michael Brandess is a partner at Sugar Felsenthal Grais & Helsinger LLP in Chicago.  He is the Deputy 
Practice Group Chair of the firm’s Restructuring, Insolvency, and Special Situations Group. Michael has 
taken clients through complex sales, acquisitions, restructurings, and liquidations across the country. 
Michael grew up in two family businesses—a pharmacy in Skokie, Illinois (Endler’s Pharmacy); and a 
photographic supply distributorship in Chicago, Illinois (Brandess Kalt Aetna f/k/a Brandess Bros.). He 
learned the challenges facing small and mid-sized businesses at the dinner table. Michael has authored 
numerous articles on matters ranging from family business related issues to topics concerning economic 
distress. He regularly speaks on entrepreneurial, bankruptcy, and insolvency matters. Michael received 
his juris doctorate from the University of Illinois College of Law magna cum laude. He has been named a 
40 under 40 Emerging Leader by the American Bankruptcy Institute, an Illinois Rising Star by Super 
Lawyers Magazine, and an Emerging Leader by the M&A Advisor.  Michael is rated AV Preeminent by 
Martindale-Hubbell. He will serve as President of the Chicago/Midwest Chapter of the Turnaround 
Management Association and its more than 800 members in 2022. 

 
 

James Morden, a Director with Capstone Partners’ Financial Advisory Services (FAS) Group, specializes 
in guiding clients through periods of operational and financial distress. With approximately 20 years of 
interim management and restructuring experience, James has advised on complex engagements for 
companies, secured lenders, unsecured creditors, and public sector entities. He has worked with 
companies with revenues ranging from the low millions to several billion and has enhanced value for all 
parties by improving operational performance, designing restructuring strategies, identifying cost savings, 
developing and evaluating business plans, managing liquidity in times of crisis, and executing distressed 
asset sales. James has advised clients across a wide spectrum of industries in locations throughout the 
United States, including automotive, retail, manufacturing, education, sports & entertainment, home 
building, technology, financial institutions, pharmaceuticals, food & beverage, energy, consumer products, 
outsourced services, printing & graphics, and food processing.James joined Capstone Partners through 
its acquisition of Amherst Consulting. Prior to his time at Amherst, James served as a Director in Alvarez 
& Marsal’s North American corporate restructuring group. James began his career in the corporate 

restructuring group of Arthur Andersen.BSCRIBE FOR OUR NEWSLETTER  



 
Philip D. Morrison (“Phil”) is the current District Counsel for the Columbus and Cleveland SBA District 
Offices. Phil has 28 years of total federal service and has worked for the U.S. Small Business 
Administration since 1997.  Phil has been in his present position as District Counsel in Ohio since 
2007.  From 2003 to 2007, Phil served as a civilian real estate attorney for the Air Force Material 
Command Law Office in Dayton, and handled military housing development projects on various military 
installations in Massachusetts, Florida, Oklahoma, New Mexico and Washington. Phil is also a combat 
veteran.  Phil was commissioned in 1990 and served in Desert Shield/Storm Gulf War as a 
transportation/logistics officer in the United States Air Force.  After graduating from law school in 1996, 
Phil attended the Air Force JAG School at Maxwell AFB, Alabama, in 1998.  Phil served as a Reserve 
JAG Officer until 2005. During his military service,  Phil earned two Air Force Commendation Medals, an 
Air Force Achievement Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal with two bronze stars, two National 
Defense Service Medals, Air Force Outstanding Unit with Valor ribbon, and the Saudi Arabian and 
Kuwaiti Liberation Medals.  Phil obtained the rank of Major in the Air Force Reserves and was honorably 
discharged in 2005.   Education: Whittier College School of Law, Costa Mesa, CA, J.D., Moot Court, 
1996; Webster  University, St. Louis, MO And Tustin MCAS, CA; M.A. in Business 
Management,1994;The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, Bachelor of Arts, 1988, Honors program, 
graduated with Honors in the Liberal Arts. Bar Admissions: State of Ohio, United States Court of Criminal 
Appeals, United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Ohio. Publications: Sexual Harassment: The Legal Significance for Business (1994); 
State Property Tax Implications for Military Privatized Family Housing Program, 56 A.F. Law Rev. 261 
(2005); AFMC Enhanced-Use Leasing Handbook for Leasing under 10 U.S.C. § 2667(2005); AFMC Real 
Estate Due Diligence Closing Checklist (2006). 
  
  
Kate O’Loughlin is the Acting Area 3 Counsel for the U.S. Small Business Administration and a Special 
Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Northern, Central and Southern Districts of Illinois.  Kate litigates on behalf 
of SBA in federal and state court.  She is well-versed in the policies and requirements for all SBA loan 
programs including PPP and EIDL, and handles transactional matters for SBA in Illinois.  Prior to joining 
the SBA, Kate clerked for two federal judges in the Northern District of Illinois, and was an associate at a 
firm specializing in commercial litigation.  Kate graduated summa cum laude from the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign with a BA in Economics, and graduated cum laude from Loyola University Chicago 
School of Law.  Kate tries to avoid Big 10 football discussions and, when possible, redirects them to 
basketball.   
  
Bethany Hamilton is an Assistant United States Attorney for the U.S. Attorney’s Office in the Southern 
District of Ohio, joining the Columbus office in 2007.  Bethany supervises the Financial Litigation Unit 
where she is responsible for enforcing criminal fines and restitution ordered in the District’s criminal 
cases.  Since becoming the unit’s supervisor in 2012, the District has collected over $1.2 billion dollars for 
victims of crime.  Bethany also manages the Columbus bankruptcy docket where she represents the 
interests of federal agencies in Chapter 7, 11, 12, 13, and 15 bankruptcy cases.  Bethany is a frequent 
speaker locally on federal taxes and student loan issues. Bethany serves as an evaluator of other U.S. 
Attorney’s offices and teaches at the United States Department of Justice’s National Advocacy in 
Columbia, South Carolina.  Among other awards, Bethany was the recipient of the prestigious Executive 
Office for the U.S. Attorneys 2020 Director’s Award for Superior Performance of a Litigative Team.   
Bethany received her BA from Miami University and her JD at The Ohio State University Moritz College of 
Law.   
  

 

 
 

 



 
 

2021 BANKRUPTCY LAW INSTITUTE DAY 2 
SHOW ME THE MONEY 

 
November 12, 2021 

9:00 – 12:15 

3.0 CLE Hour including 1.5 Professional Conduct 

 

MODULE 3: AGENDA 

 
9:00 - 10:00 A View from the Bench  (.5 Professional Conduct) “You Had Me at Hello” 

• What Practitioners Need to Know  

• Local Rules and How They Are Applied 

• How to Interact with the Court: Professionalism, Collegiality & Civility    
Presenter(s):  Chief Judge Jeffery P. Hopkins, USBC Southern District of Ohio 
  Hon. John E. Hoffman, Jr., USBC, Southern District of Ohio 
  Hon. C. Kathryn Preston,  USBC, Southern District of Ohio 
  Hon. Mina Nami Khorrami, USBC Southern District of Ohio 

  
10:00 - 11:00     SubChapter V: Everything you Need to Know “You Complete Me” 

• What is This New Thing? 

• Who Qualifies for Relief? 

• How Does it Work: An Update on Implementation and Practice 
Presenter(s):  Matthew T. Schaeffer, Bailey Cavalieri 

    Shane Flannery, Office of the United States Trustee 
    Patricia J. Friesinger, Coolidge Wall LPA 
11:00 - 11:15 Break  
 
11:15 - 12:15 Who Do I Represent? Conflicts of Interest (1.0 PC) “I Am Here for You!” 

• Overview of Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct Rule 1.8 

• Conflicts of Interests with Current Clients 

• Identifying Your Client: Who do I Represent? 

• ORPC Rule 1.9: Duties to Former Clients 

• Informed Consent and Exceptions to the Rules 

• Imputation of Conflict of Interest (ORPC R. 1.10) 
Presenter(s): Alvin E. Mathews, Jr., Ulmer & Berne 
 

PRESENTER BIOS 
 

Judge Jeffery Paul Hopkins is currently Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the S.D. of 
Ohio and presides over cases in Columbus and Cincinnati. Judge Hopkins has also served as a 
visiting judge in the Middle District of Florida, Ft. Myers Division. He has presided over a variety 
of voluntary and involuntary chapter 11, chapter 7, chapter 12 and chapter 13, and SIPA cases. 
He has over 120 published opinions and served as an editor for the Bloomberg Treatise on 
Bankruptcy Law.  Judge Hopkins has been elected as a Fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, 
President of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges (NCBJ), a member of the American Law 
Institute and currently serves on the Judicial Branch Committee, Cincinnati Bar Association/Black 



Lawyers Association Roundtable (co‐convener), the newly‐formed Sixth Circuit Outreach and 
Civics Committee. He is president of the Law & Leadership Institute, a pipeline program for that 
prepares students in underserved communities throughout Ohio for the rigors of becoming 
lawyers through an academic summer enrichment program; LLI was started under the 
leadership of the late Chief Justice Thomas J. Moyer and recently received the 2021 Alexander 
Award from the ABA for excellence in pipeline diversity. 
Before becoming President of the NCBJ, Judge Hopkins served in several leadership roles 
including as chair of the finance committee, education committee member, legislative 
committee member, and chair of the NCBJ‐NBA Liaison committee where he founded the 
Blackshear Lecture series and NCBJ Presidential Blackshear Fellowship program in order to 
attract underrepresented minorities to bankruptcy law practice. 
The late Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist appointed Judge Hopkins to the Federal Judicial 
Center's Education Committee for bankruptcy judges where he served two terms, then to the 
Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules. Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. also has appointed 
Judge Hopkins to the Committee for the Judicial Branch where he continues to serve and more 
recently to the Judicial Conference of the United States as the Bankruptcy Judge Observer. 
Judge Hopkins formerly served on the Boards of ABI (chair of the membership committee), the 
ABA Business Bankruptcy Committee (vice chair of the rules committee), the Cincinnati 
Symphony Orchestra and the Queen City Foundation and as an at‐large member to the Board 
of Regents for the American College of Bankruptcy. Judge Hopkins is a much sought after 
lecturer on bankruptcy and insolvency law throughout the U.S. and he has taught on the 
subject to judges in Brazil. Judge Hopkins has been an adjunct professor at the University of 
Cincinnati College of Law and in 2010 received the William K. Thomas Distinguished Jurist 
Award from The Ohio State University. 
Currently, Judge Hopkins serves as board chair of the iconic Cincinnati Museum Center, 
president of the Law and Leadership Institute, co‐convener of the BLAC‐CBA Round Table, and 
as board member of the Federal Bar Association, The National Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center and as co‐chair of the Select Commission on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion for the 
American College of Bankruptcy. 
 

John E. Hoffman, Jr. was appointed as United States Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio 
in 2000. Prior to his appointment, Judge Hoffman was a partner in the Columbus office of Arter & Hadden 
LLP, where he practiced primarily in the areas of bankruptcy and commercial litigation, focusing on the 
representation of Chapter 11 debtors and creditors’ committees. He joined Arter & Hadden in 1989 after 
completing a judicial clerkship with the Honorable R. Guy Cole, Jr., formerly a bankruptcy judge, now 
Chief Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.  Judge Hoffman has been in-
volved in several national and local organizations dedicated to improving the administration of the 
bankruptcy system and the practice of law in the bankruptcy courts. He is an active member of the 
National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges, having served on the NCBJ Education Committee in 2013, 
the Elections Committee from 2013–2015, and on the Board of Directors of the NCBJ’s Endowment for 
Education from 2006–2011, including as Chair of the Endowment from 2007–2009. In April 2013, Chief 
Justice Roberts appointed Judge Hoffman to a three-year term on the Federal Judicial Center’s 
Committee on Bankruptcy Judge Education. Judge Hoffman is a member of the American Bankruptcy 
Institute and previously served as Chair of the Columbus Bar Association Bankruptcy Committee.            
For several years, Judge Hoffman has taught business bankruptcy as an adjunct professor of law at The 
Ohio State University Moritz College of Law, where he sits on the law school’s National Council. In 2015, 
the Moritz College of Law presented Judge Hoffman with the William K. Thomas Distinguished Jurist 
Award, which recognizes personal integrity and commitment to fairness, freedom, and equality.       
Judge Hoffman also has worked to make legal services available to those who cannot afford them, having 
served on the Board of Trustees for The Legal Aid Society of Columbus from 1995–2000. He received the 
Award for Outstanding Pro Bono Service by a Judge from the Columbus Bar Association and Columbus 
Bar Foundation in 2012, and in 2015 had the honor of being presented with the Ohio State Bar 
Association’s John and Ginny Elam Pro Bono Award, which is given in recognition of “exceptional 
volunteer service by a lawyer that advances the common good of the people of Ohio.”   Judge Hoffman 
received his B.A. summa cum laude from Wheeling Jesuit University in 1980, and his J.D. magna cum 



laude from The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law in 1983.   
         
 The Honorable C. Kathryn Preston was appointed to the bankruptcy bench on October 11, 2005. After 
law school, Judge Preston served two judicial clerkships: first in the chambers of the Honorable 
Alexander L. Paskay, at that time the Chief Bankruptcy Judge for the Middle District of Florida in Tampa, 
and later with the Honorable Donald E. Calhoun, Jr., Bankruptcy Judge for the Southern District of Ohio. 
In between terms with the Court, she joined the boutique law firm of Stichter & Riedel, P.A., where she 
practiced exclusively bankruptcy law, representing debtors, creditors and other parties in interest in all 
types of bankruptcy proceedings. After serving with Judge Calhoun's chambers, she joined The 
Huntington National Bank, where she practiced law in the areas of banking, business, and creditors' 
rights. While at Huntington, she also took a three year segue into the business arena, managing 
Huntington's Special Assets Department, which focused on workout of commercial loans throughout the 
Huntington footprint.  From January 2012 until December 2018, Judge Preston was appointed to the 
Sixth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, serving as Chief Judge for the last 2 years of her appointment.  
Judge Preston has been actively involved in numerous professional and community organizations 
including American Bankruptcy Institute; Columbus Bar Association; National Conference of Bankruptcy 
Judges; Women Lawyers of Franklin County; Florida Bar Association; International Women's Insolvency 
& Restructuring Confederation ("IWIRC"); Ohio Women's Bar Association; Big Brothers/Big Sisters of 
Franklin County; and Columbus Alumnae Chapter and Executive Office of Delta Delta Delta. She has 
been a dedicated community volunteer and has been an instructor for the American Institute of 
Banking.  Judge Preston attended college at Stetson University in Deland, Florida and earned her Juris 
Doctor at Stetson College of Law in St. Petersburg. 

Prior to her appointment to the bench, Judge Nami Khorrami was an active member of the Columbus 
bankruptcy bar for almost thirty years. She represented individual and business debtors and creditors in 
chapter 7 and chapter 13 cases, and served as a chapter 7 panel trustee.   She also generously volunteered 
her time to numerous committees, speaking engagements and programs. Among the highlights of this 
service is her pro bono bankruptcy representation of indigent clients through the Legal Aid Society of 
Columbus and a local Court program for more than ten years. Most recently, she served as vice-chair of 
the Court’s Attorney Advisory Committee and co-chair of the Consumer/Small Business subcommittee.  
 

Matt Schaeffer's practice focuses primarily on commercial litigation, corporate reorganization and 
workouts, debtor/creditor rights, bankruptcy, and commercial matters. He has experience representing 
Chapter 11 debtors, financial institutions, trustees, and a variety of secured and unsecured creditors in 
bankruptcy proceedings, litigation, and workouts.  He is a member of the independent panel of Chapter 
11, Subchapter V bankruptcy trustees for the Southern District of Ohio.  Matt also has considerable 
experience representing businesses in a variety of non-bankruptcy matters. He has been with Bailey 
Cavalieri LLC since its founding, and he was formerly with an Am Law 100 firm. Matt Rising has been 
named Rising Star, Journal of Law & Politics; Recognized as "Top Lawyer" by Columbus CEO Magazine, 
2016; listed in "Super Lawyer," 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021.  He received his J.D., cum laude, from Capital 
University School of Law, and his B.A. in Political Science (Order of the Curia), The Ohio State University.  
 
Shane Flannery is a Trial Attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice (DoJ), Office of the U.S. Trustee, in 
Columbus, Ohio. In this capacity, Shane provides civil enforcement oversight in Chapter 7, 11, 12, and 13 
cases, including the litigation of a wide variety of topics in both Dayton and Columbus. He also serves as 
a Special Assistant United States Attorney for the entire Southern District of Ohio assisting the Columbus, 
Dayton, and Cincinnati United States Attorney’s Offices with allegations fraud and other crimes, while 
training Department investigators on Bankruptcy-related schemes and evidence. Further, Shane serves 
as a Recruiting Ambassador for the DoJ’s Office of Attorney Recruitment and Management at law schools 
throughout Ohio and North Carolina.  Prior to joining the Columbus office in July of 2006, Shane served 
on active duty in the United States Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Corps where he performed duty 
in several capacities including the Chief of Military Justice and as an Area Defense Counsel. Shane is 
currently a Colonel in the United States Air Force Reserves.  He recently served as the deployed Staff 
Judge Advocate for the 380th Air Expeditionary Wing at Al Dhafra Air Base in the United Arab Emirates. 



Shane is a frequent instructor for the Air Force Judge Advocate General’s Corps, and has lectured on 
behalf of the U.S. Trustee’s Office with respect to various bankruptcy and criminal issues. 
 

Pat Friesinger has helped business and corporate clients preserve assets and overcome financial 
challenges for over 20 years.  She handles complex business disputes, asset protection, out-of-court debt 
restructurings, creditor/debtor rights, and, when necessary, bankruptcy.  Pat's victories have resulted in 
businesses remaining open, local jobs being retained, and personal assets being preserved - in ways that 
are not publicized in the media and court decisions.  Her approach is to help clients achieve business 
solutions to the financial issues keeping them awake at night. Pat is experienced in representing all 
parties involved in challenging financial situations. This experience helps her more accurately assess a 
client's strengths, potential weaknesses, and areas of opportunity. To best serve her clients, Pat 
creatively matches the resources and tools available across varying disciplines of the law. Pat represents 
clients in the purchase and sale of distressed assets, through Article 9 sales, foreclosure, receivership, 
and 363 bankruptcy sales.  To help clients find alternatives to bankruptcy, Pat handles traditional 
corporate matters (such as acquisitions, dispositions, recapitalizations, and finance transactions) and 
complex financial restructuring, which she accomplishes through negotiation and litigation.  When 
bankruptcy is necessary, she relies on her extensive bankruptcy experience to help her clients achieve 
the best possible outcomes. In her practice, Pat represents Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustees, Unsecured 
Creditors' Committees, secured and unsecured creditors in chapters 7, 11, 12, and 13, and debtors in 
chapters 7 and 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code. Pat holds an AV® PreeminentTM rating from Martindale-

Hubbell. In January 2019, Pat became a Chapter 7 Panel Trustee. 

Alvin Mathews is a former Assistant Disciplinary Counsel in the Office of Disciplinary Counsel for the 
Supreme Court of Ohio, and is recognized as a lawyer’s lawyer who is called upon to represent solo 
practitioners, in-house counsel, and law firms on a variety of ethics and professional liability matters. 
Because of his considerable experience and knowledge, Alvin has been asked to provide representation 
on hundreds of legal ethics advisory opinions and lawyer discipline case investigations, including nearly 
100 lawyer discipline trials and more than 20 oral arguments before the Supreme Court of Ohio. Alvin is a 
litigator with experience in complex business and professional liability matters. He is also relied upon by 
other litigators to serve as an expert witness on lawyer conduct questions and has presented more than 
200 continuing legal education seminars and published many articles on lawyers’ ethical responsibilities. 
Recognized for his talent and skill, Alvin has been recognized by Ohio Super Lawyers every year since 
2011 and named to The Best Lawyers in America© for Administrative & Regulatory Law. He received his 
A.B. in 1984 from Miami University and his J.D. in 1987 from  Ohio Northern University Pettit College of 
Law where he was a member of National Moot Court Team; National Privacy Law Team, and won an 
Appellate Advocacy Award and the American Jurisprudence Award, Trial Practice. Alvin has been named 
to the Ohio Super Lawyers List (2011-2021); The Best Lawyers in America, Administrative & Regulatory 
Law (2016-2021); and is AV Preeminent Peer Review Rated – Martindale-Hubbell.  

 

 

 

 

 
        




