
2008 Judicial Performance Poll 
 
Courts of Appeals, Common Pleas, Domestic Relations and 
Probate benches rated by attorneys. 
 
The judges of four Franklin County courts received generally favorable ratings for 
their skills on the bench from the attorneys who appear before them, according to 
the poll released by the Columbus Bar.  
 
The poll was conducted by McGladrey & Pullen. Ballots were mailed to over 7,000 
central Ohio attorneys and just under 900 responses were returned.  
 
Judges who have held office for at least one year were rated on a scale of one to 
five. Common Pleas and Domestic Relations judges are rated for performance in five 
categories: objectivity, judicial temperament, legal knowledge, sentencing and 
timeliness. The categories for sentencing and timeliness are excluded from the 
ratings of the judges in the court of Appeals who not do hand down sentences, but a 
rating for quality of opinions is added. Likewise, the Probate Court rating does not 
include the sentencing category.  
 
The Columbus Bar sponsors the judicial performance poll annually, producing a grade 
card between elections that helps both voters and judges. Voters can watch their 
elected court officers, and judges can note how they are perceived in the legal 
community. The project has been so successful that attorneys have asked the Bar to 
consider adding visiting judges to future polls.  
 
The Performance Poll was developed by the Columbus Bar in an effort to help 
maintain the high quality of our judiciary and to educate voters during an election 
year. The results are also an element considered by the Columbus Bar’s Judicial 
Screening Committee when interviewing judicial candidates prior to the fall elections.  
 
Every spring the Columbus Bar releases its Judicial Performance Poll of sitting 
judges, in odd years rating the Franklin County Municipal Court and in even years 
rating the Tenth District Court of Appeals, along with the Common Pleas, Domestic 
Relations, and Probate courts of Franklin County. In the fall, the Judicial Preference 
Poll is taken, surveying local attorneys for the judicial candidates preferred, and the 
results are released in time for the election in November. 



Belskis
Average

Objectivity 3.6
Judicial Temperament 3.6
Legal Knowledge 4.1
Timeliness 4.0
Overall Rating 3.8

Columbus Bar Association
2008 Judicial Performance Poll of Franklin County

Probate Court



Bender Bessey Brown Cain Connor Fais Frye Hogan Holbrook Horton Lynch McIntosh Pfeiffer Reece Schneider Sheeran Sheward Average
Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average All Judges

Objectivity 3.8 4.1 3.7 4.3 3.5 3.9 4.0 4.4 4.1 3.7 3.1 4.2 3.4 3.9 4.1 3.9 3.2 3.8
Judicial Temperament 3.9 4.3 4.0 4.5 3.3 4.0 3.9 4.6 4.1 3.8 3.0 4.5 3.4 4.1 4.1 4.1 3.1 3.9
Legal Knowledge 3.8 4.0 3.6 4.0 3.6 3.6 4.2 4.3 3.8 3.2 3.2 4.0 3.5 3.6 4.2 3.8 3.5 3.8
Sentencing 3.7 3.9 3.6 4.3 3.6 3.7 3.8 4.3 4.0 3.5 3.1 4.1 3.4 3.8 4.1 3.7 3.5 3.8
Timeliness 3.8 3.9 3.8 4.1 3.3 3.1 4.2 4.4 4.1 3.5 3.6 4.1 3.7 3.8 4.2 3.7 3.7 3.8
Overall Rating 3.8 4.0 3.7 4.2 3.5 3.7 4.0 4.4 4.0 3.5 3.2 4.2 3.5 3.8 4.1 3.8 3.4 3.8

Columbus Bar Association
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Common Pleas Court General Division



Brown Bryant French Klatt McGrath Petree Sadler Tyack Average
Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average All Judges

Objectivity 3.8 4.3 4.0 4.2 4.1 3.7 3.8 3.3 3.9
Judicial Temperament 4.2 4.4 4.2 4.4 4.3 3.9 4.1 3.4 4.1
Legal Knowledge 3.5 4.3 4.1 4.3 4.0 3.5 3.8 3.8 3.9
Quality of Opinions 3.6 4.3 4.0 4.2 4.0 3.5 3.8 3.5 3.9
Overall Rating 3.7 4.3 4.0 4.3 4.0 3.6 3.8 3.5 3.9

10th District Court of Appeals
2008 Judicial Performance Poll of Franklin County

Columbus Bar Association



Browne Geer Gill Mason Preisse Average
Average Average Average Average Average All Judges

Objectivity 3.4 4.3 4.4 4.2 4.1 4.1
Judicial Temperament 3.4 4.4 4.5 4.4 4.2 4.2
Legal Knowledge 3.2 4.3 4.4 4.3 4.1 4.1
Sentencing 3.4 4.3 4.3 4.2 4.1 4.0
Timeliness 2.7 4.5 4.5 4.2 4.0 4.0
Overall Rating 3.1 4.4 4.4 4.3 4.1 4.1

Columbus Bar Association
2008 Judicial Performance Poll of Franklin County

Domestic Relations/Juvenile Court




